Death ligand-mediated apoptosis in HIV infection.
Apoptosis has been suggested to cause severe CD4+ T cell depletion in patients infected with HIV. This review focuses on the biological events involved in death ligand-induced apoptosis during HIV infection. Among these ligands, TRAIL appears critical in HIV-infection. Death ligand-induced apoptosis might be a major pathogenic event in many virus-induced diseases including AIDS and the clarification of its mechanism will aid in the development of therapeutic strategies.